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‘Manzullo

“The facts are that the aver-
© age manufacturing job pays
*$44,000 a year,” Johnson said.
» “The average service job pays
$22,000 a year.”

Manzullo presented the
* group his plan to restore jobs.
» The plan includes tax breaks for
companies that keep jobs in
America, requirements that the
federal government buy Ameri-
can-made products, and an ef-
fort to reduce medical-insur-
ance costs.

The congressman had a U.S.
Army beret with him toillustrate
how the government spends
taxpayers’ dollars.

About 614,900 Army berets
were to be made in China.
However, Congress forced the

Army to buy American-made
berets and clothing, saving tex-
tile jobs, Manzullo said.

. Now, about 50 percent of the
goods bought by the federal
government are made in
America, he said.

Manzullo also stressed the
need to stop China, South Korea
and other Asian countries from
artificially deflating the value of
their currencies, which makes
imported goods from those
countries cheaper in America.

Although some regulations
about the practice are included
in various multilateral trade
agreements, Manzullo said it
will take political might to end
the practice.

Manzullo praised the Bush
administration’s decision
Thursday to lift tariffs on steel.

For every steel-producing
job in America, 59 people work

CHICAGO - Restoring manufactur-
ing jobs is as important to national secu-
rity as it is to the economy, U.S. Rep. Don
Manzullo told the [llinois Manufacturers

Manzullo, R-IlL., is chairman of the
U.S. House Small Business Committee.
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at steel-consuming jobs, he said.

Manzullo opposed the tar-
iffs from their inception, break-
ing with Republican Party lead-
ership.

The tariffs cost small busi-
nesses about $650 million in in-
creased costs, Manzullo said.

“Tariffs should only be used
as alastresort,” he said.

Despite the effect of world
trade on some American indus-
tries, Manzullo said, the free-
trade agreements of the 1990s
still make sense.

The problem is that the reg-
ulations in the agreements need
to be enforced, he said.

Association chief Johnson
summed up the stakes for the
manufacturing industry.

“Right now,” he told his

- members, “we are in a battle for

our lives, our livelihoods and fu-
ture generations.”

, said Glen Johnson, the manufac-

years

incoming board
"

chairman. More people in Illinois now
“If this continues, manufacturing

are employed in the public sector than
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will disappear from Illinois in 15 years,

Johnson said.

About 720,000 people work in manu-
facturing in the state, according to infor-

mation from the association.

See MANZULLO, page 6A



